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Feminine writing style is the result of specific feminine point of view and
seeks to examine linguistic and thematic features of Feminine writing style.
Creating feminine fiction and female characters in their stories, female
writers want to introduce female literature and sex. As a feminist writer,
Nawal EIl Saadavi (1931- ) has written many feminist style books. The novel
‘Muzekerat Tabibah’ (Memoirs of a Woman Doctor) is an example of her
works. She protests against the patriarchic system that stems from social-
religious traditions and tries to promote feminine writing and defend social,
intellectual, cultural and legal status of women by applying features of
feminine language. The present research seeks to explore this novel from the
viewpoint of feminine writing style in two lexical and syntactic levels using a
descriptive-analytical approach. The findings of this research show that the
most frequent stylistic elements used in this novel at the lexical level include
use of color words, intensifiers, and feminine words and at the syntactic level
include use of exclamatory sentences, expressions containing hesitation,
incomplete sentences.
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Introduction

Women's writing style is a product of their special perspective, and as one of
the sub-branches of stylistics, it examines the structure of language and the
factors affecting it in order to explain the differences between women's
writing and men's writing. In their works, female writers beautifully depict
the mental and emotional states of their characters, and with their feminine
characteristics, they are able to change the verbal communication between
people in both style and tone of language and feelings. As a feminist writer,
Nawal El Saadawi (1931-2021), an Egyptian female writer, has created many
critical and fictional works in a feminine style. An example of these works is
the novel "Mudhakkirat Tabibah". In this novel, she protests against the
patriarchal system resulting from cultural, social, and religious traditions and
tries to popularize women's writing and defend the social, intellectual,
cultural, and legal status of women by using the characteristics of women's
language. In this research, considering the importance of the issue of
language and gender in contemporary research, it has been tried to investigate
feminism at the level of vocabulary and grammar in the novel "Mudhakkirat
Tabibah" and to answer the question of which features of feminism's writing
have a high frequency.

Methodology

Considering the prominent role of Nawal El Saadawi in expressing women's
issues, in this essay, an attempt is made to analyze the most important
components of women's writing style in the novel "Mudhakkirat tabibah" by
relying on the descriptive-analytical method, and then analyze the data at the
lexical and grammatical level by presenting examples of the text of the novel.

Results and Discussion

At the beginning of their work, female writers, by preferring novels and using
the language and writing specific to women, have more room to express their
inner feelings, emotions, and women's experiences from everyday life, as
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well as their concerns, limitations, and criticism of patriarchal society
(Mohammadi and Ostovari, 2019: 1282). Nevertheless, when a woman
writes, she preserves the characteristics of the female text, and when she
breaks her silence, she presents a new type of discourse (Abolanja, 1998: 39).
Female writing style examines the components of female language at the
lexical and grammatical levels. The choice of words is one of the important
elements that can highlight the writer's stylistic features (Fotouhi, 2011: 238).
El Saadawi has used feminine vocabulary in her novel, which is specific to
women's discourse, and with a simple and expressive language, she has
depicted women's feelings, and their everyday lives. The use of adjectives,
pronouns, and colors of words has a high frequency in the novel
"Mudhakkirat tabibah". The emotional vocabulary used in her novel is one of
the stylistic features of women's works and carries a lot of emotional burden.
El Saadawi has tried to depict women's emotions and feelings by using
sentences that are specific to women's discourse. Using question sentences,
exclamation sentences, unfinished sentences, and silence in her novel, she
has depicted her feminine moods in her own feminine style.

Conclusion

Among the Arab women intellectuals and writers, Nawal El Saadawi has a
unique style due to her simplicity, directness, narrative, and female space
creation. The findings of the research indicate that she seeks to address
women's issues in her novel "Mudhakkirat tabibah" and depicts the contrast
between the worlds of women and men. By using the components of
women's writing style at the lexical level, words belonging to women's
field—adjectives, words, colors, and pronouns—have more expression, and
she has been able to show the details that is a part of women's writing style.
At the grammatical level, in line with the use of sentences and feminine
language elements and structures, the use of interrogative sentences and
short, simple, and incomplete sentences has a high frequency. She has
depicted her emotions and feelings by using special sentences from women's
writing. Her writing style is simple and free of artificiality, and by using
combinations containing doubts, she shows insecurity and female temptations
and instills a sense of uncertainty and hesitation in the reader.

Keywords: Feminist stylistics, women's writing style, Nawal El
Saadawi, Mudhakkirat Tabibah
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