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Introduction

Speech act theory, a subfield of applied linguistics, emerged to challenge
the imitative perspective of discourse that focuses exclusively on its
executive and descriptive functions (Sahrawi, 2014, p. 29). This framework
situates language within the context of human action, examining the purposes
and objectives realized through utterances (Fadaeli & Negarish, 2011, p. 84).
Drawing on the works of J.L. Austin, the theory's founder, and his student
John R. Searle who expanded it, speech acts are conceptualized as social
actions manifested through verbal expression. Consequently, speech acts
evolve through the deliberate use of language to articulate intentions (ibid., p.
28). Austin, a moral philosophy professor at Oxford University, developed
speech act theory in opposition to positivist views of meaning. His
framework directly counters three foundational principles of positivist logic:
(1) declarative sentences constitute language's primary form; (2) language's
principal function is factual communication; and (3) sentence meaning can be
categorically evaluated as true or false.

Methodology

Building upon this theoretical foundation, the present study
comprehensively analyzes speech acts employed in dialogues between the
inhabitants of Paradise and Hell in the Quran. This examination aims to
enhance understanding of these verses while establishing a framework for
practical interpretation. The research hypothesizes four predominant speech
act types in these texts: declarative, persuasive, emotional, and commissive,
with emotional speech acts emerging as the fundamental category across
most dialogues.

Discussion and Results
The Quran represents a transcendent literary masterpiece with a uniquely
influential style. Its content addresses humanity's most essential concerns,
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offering comprehensive guidance from creation to the Day of Judgment.
Scholarly analysis of its narrative techniques—particularly through modern
theoretical lenses—remains crucial for both Muslim and non-Muslim
researchers. Dialogue constitutes one of the Quran's primary stylistic devices,
serving as a powerful rhetorical tool to demonstrate God's oneness,
resurrection, and the Prophet's mission (PBUH), while illustrating the debates
he conducted with his contemporaries (Haga, 2016, p. 243). Quranic dialogue
surpasses conventional storytelling by establishing narrative frameworks that
prompt audiences to contemplate unfolding events from their inception.

The Quran's dialogic elements manifest in multiple forms: divine-human
communication and inter-human discourse. Particularly significant are the
exchanges between Paradise-dwellers and Hell's inhabitants, where groups
debate their respective actions and consequences. This study examines these
interactions through speech act theory—a landmark development in linguistic
philosophy pioneered by Oxford scholar J.L. Austin. Contrary to positivist
assumptions, Austin maintained that: (1) declarative sentences don't
monopolize language; (2) communication extends beyond information
transfer; and (3) truth-value assessment cannot be universally applied
(Bukrumah, n.d., p. 4). Subsequent scholars, including Searle, demonstrated
that language functions transcend mere reality-description, encompassing
diverse verbal actions. This contrasts with traditional philosophical views that
reduced language to world-representation, making truth the central concern
of language philosophy (Bulkhair & Bukrumah, 2013, pp. 2-3).

Conclusion

Comparative analysis of Paradise/Hell dialogues reveals emotional
speech acts as the foundational category. These utterances express speakers'
affective states—immune to truth valuation yet reality-consistent. Hell's
inhabitants consistently demonstrate regret for rejecting truth and following
polytheistic leaders, culminating in self-reproach and accusations.
Conversely, Paradise-dwellers express gratitude for divine promises fulfilled,
while reproaching certain Hell-bound individuals for following empty
promises. Declarative speech acts emerge as the second most frequent
category, serving to affirm beliefs or describe circumstances. Hell's residents
employ these to protest against their leaders, attribute their misguidance to
blind obedience, and confess specific transgressions: prayer neglect, failure
to aid orphans and the poor, and religious denial—all cited as determinants of
their infernal fate.
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