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Article Info ABSTRACT

Audience is one of the fundamental topics in the field of contemporary
literary criticism and plays a decisive role in analyzing the social and
Research Article  communicative function of literary works. The present study, with a
descriptive-analytical approach and within the framework of the American
comparative school, examines and compares the audience element in the
poems of two prominent contemporary poets, Ahmad Shamlou from Iran and
Badr Shakir Al-Sayyab from Irag. The main goal of this study is to explain
how the audience is formed and functions in the poetry of these two poets,

Article type:

Received: focusing on the three main axes of the audience: God, man, and nature. The
findings of the study show that the structural and content similarities And the
29/11/2025 differences between the two poets, especially in the social and political
Accepted: contexts of their lives, have led to the formation of common and sometimes
different patterns in addressing the audience. Both poets, with a committed
09/02/2026 and human-centered perspective, have considered poetry as a tool for

expressing human pain, protesting against injustice, and reflecting social
suffering. However, there are also differences in their perspective and tone of
address; in such a way that Shamlou emphasizes more on human awakening
and activism, while Sayyab portrays man as a suffering and lonely being.
Also, while Shamlou considers the beloved a symbol of liberation and
beauty, Sayyab presents a social and militant image of woman.
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Introduction

Undoubtedly, the audience and understanding of it constitute one of the
fundamental requirements of any literary work. A work remains alive and
dynamic only as long as it has an audience. When a capable writer or poet
takes up the pen to create their artistic work, the most important element they
consider is the audience.
Given the socio-political transformations occurring in the present era,
audience awareness in contemporary Persian and Arabic poetry has gained
increasing significance. In this period, the poet no longer writes poetry
merely for personal expression or addresses only the court and a small circle
of society; rather, they align with the broader community and compose poetry
influenced by the social issues and events of their time. The aim of this
research is a comparative study of audience awareness in the poetry of two
contemporary poets from Iran and Iraq (Shamlou and al-Sayyab).
Considering the common cultural, social, and political contexts of the poets'
lifetimes, it must be said that both composed their poetry consciously,
knowledgeably, and with an understanding of the audience's needs. Both are
poets committed to society and have placed their poetry in the service of
humanity, empathizing with humankind and the surrounding community.
Hence, they share a common audience: the most significant addressees of
their poetry are humanity, God, the beloved, natural phenomena, and mental
concepts, among which humanity—in its various states and forms—occupies
a special place. This research employs an analytical-descriptive method to
conduct a comparative study of the poetry of Shamlou and al-Sayyab,
seeking to answer the following questions: What is the position of humanity
as an audience in the poetry of Shamlou and al-Sayyab? Moreover, what are
the differences in tone and theme when addressing God in the works of these
two poets?
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Methodology

The present study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical
approach within the framework of comparative literature studies. In this
research, a collection of poems by Ahmad Shamlou and Badr Shakir al-
Sayyab was first compiled and studied through library-based methods.
Subsequently, employing note-taking techniques, samples of poems by the
two poets in which the audience is present either directly or indirectly were
extracted. In the next stage, the collected data were categorized based on
audience-awareness components (such as type of audience, tone of address,
socio-political context, and function of the audience within the text). Finally,
a comparative analysis of the poems was carried out relying on the
descriptive-analytical method within the framework of the American School,
aiming to examine the structure and content of address in the poetry of the
two poets while elucidating the similarities and differences in audience-
awareness in contemporary Persian and Arabic poetry.

Results and Discussion

Ahmad Shamlou and Badr Shakir al-Sayyab, two prominent figures in

contemporary Persian and Arabic poetry, lived under similar socio-political
circumstances. Both faced tyranny, poverty, discrimination, and oppression,
and their poetry reflects these lived experiences. However, what links their
poetry—rparticularly in terms of audience awareness—is their committed
view of humanity, society, and existence.
In Shamlou's poetry, audience engagement is aimed at awakening and raising
consciousness. He speaks to contemporary humanity, writes of its pains, and
calls it to action. Addressing humanity in Shamlou's poetry is sometimes
direct and rhetorical, and at other times takes the form of a dialogue with the
beloved or God, yet in all cases, the audience carries the weight of meaning
and message. Through poetic language, Shamlou builds a bridge between the
poet and society, making the audience not merely a listener but a partner in
thought and suffering. In contrast, al-Sayyab also places the audience at the
center of his poetry, but with a different tone. He speaks more to an internal,
personal, and sometimes imaginary audience—one that could be God, a
woman, or even the poet himself.

In al-Sayyab's poetry, the audience is often situated in a position of
suffering, poverty, illness, or exile, and the address assumes a soothing,
confessional, or protesting function. Using emotional imagery and novel
metaphors, al-Sayyab invites the audience into his own suffering, subjective
world. In addressing God, both poets employ a language of protest, albeit
with different approaches. Shamlou, with a philosophical and dialectical
perspective, challenges God and ultimately arrives at reconciliation; whereas
al-Sayyab, in an elegiac tone, regards God as a refuge for his pains and asks
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for death. This difference reflects the two poets' distinct ways of confronting
existence and human destiny. In addressing the beloved, Shamlou sees the
beloved as a symbol of freedom, beauty, and liberation, speaking to them
with poetic and sometimes mythical language, whereas al-Sayyab links the
beloved to the contemporary woman—a woman who is both beloved and a
social fighter. This perspective transforms al-Sayyab's poetry into an arena
for the representation of women in Arab society. Ultimately, the audience in
the poetry of both poets is not a passive listener but an aware, empathetic
agent.

Conclusion

The present study shows that the audience element in the poetry of
Shamlou and al-Sayyab is not merely a linguistic and literary construct but a
reflection of their worldview, social commitment, and lived experience. Both
poets, within similar socio-political contexts, have chosen the audience as the
communicative axis of poetry with society and have used address with God,
humanity, and nature to express human suffering.

In addressing God, Shamlou adopts a philosophical and protesting view,
challenging human creation and ultimately reaching an inner reconciliation;
whereas al-Sayyab, with a pained and personal tone, sees God as a refuge for
his sufferings and asks Him for death and peace.

Concerning humanity, Shamlou sees humans as a social and active
audience, placing his poetry in the service of awakening and resistance; while
al-Sayyab portrays humans as deprived, lonely, and victimized. Shamlou's
address to humanity is conscious and stirring, whereas al-Sayyab's is elegiac
and empathetic.

Regarding nature, both poets use natural phenomena as an audience or a
context for address, but Shamlou's approach is more metaphorical and
philosophical, while al-Sayyab employs nature for emotional and social
imagery. Both poets, by addressing natural phenomena in symbolic language,
explore social issues and their personal states.

References

Abbas, 1. (1992). Bader Shaker Al-Sayyab: A study of his life and poetry. Beirut:
The Arab Institution for Studies and Publishing. {In Arabic}

Al-Sayyab, B. S. (2000). The Diwan. Beirut: Dar Al-Awda. {In Arabic}

Awwad, R. (1978). Mythical vision in contemporary Arabic poetry (B.
Sepidnameh, Trans.). Poetry Magazine, (28), 94-101. {In Persian}

Badawi, M. (1969). An anthology of modern Arabic poetry (G. H. Yousefi & Y.
Bakkar, Trans.). Tehran: Asperk. {In Persian}

Barahani, R. (1992). Gold in copper (Vol. 3, 1st ed.). Tehran: Zaryab. {In
Persian}



@ 9 B polae Sladl o ChL e Andsl pw) ) Sl e 5 B e 8 Balo VA

Baydoun, H. T. (1991). Bader Shaker Al-Sayyab: His life and poetry. Beirut:
The Arab Institution for Studies and Publishing. {In Arabic}

Ektiary, Z., et al. (2008). Audience orientation. Journal of the Faculty of
Humanities, (16), 10-25. {In Persian}

9. Fakhouri, H. (1955). The comprehensive history of Arabic literature. Beirut,
Lebanon: Dar Al-Jabal. {In Arabic}

Fish, S. (1980). Is there a text in this class? The authority of interpretive
communities. Harvard University Press. {In English}

Iser, W. (1978). The act of reading: A theory of aesthetic response. Johns
Hopkins University Press. {In English}

Karim, A. G. (1980). The trends of modern Arabic literature: The literary
symposium (1) (1st ed.). Beirut: Dar Al-Nahar for Publishing. {In Arabic}
Mirehashemi, T., & Zolfaghari, M. (2011). Selection of the intratextual audience
in constitutional poetry (Based on poets' personal experiences). Literary Text

Research Quarterly, (50), 107-131. {In Persian}

Moein, M. (1996). Moein Persian dictionary (9th ed.). Tehran: Amirkabir. {In
Persian}

Mojabi, J. (2002). Ahmad Shamlou: A monograph. Tehran: Qatreh. {In Persian}

Purnamdarian, T. (2002). Analysis and interpretation of several symbols in
contemporary poetry. Journal of Contemporary Persian Literature, (1), 23-
25. {In Persian}

Rasoul Nia, A. H., & Aghajani, M. (2013). Struggle and resistance in the poetry
of Bader Shaker Al-Sayyab with an emphasis on "The Rain Song". Faculty
of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman, 4(8),
51-72. {In Persian}

Rosenblatt, L. (1978). The reader, the text, the poem: The transactional theory
of the literary work. Southern Illinois University Press. {In English}

Sayegh, T. (1966). New perspectives on Gibran: A literary study. Beirut,
Lebanon: Publications of Al-Dar Al-Shargiya, Tishreen Al-Awwal. {In
Arabic}

Shafiei Kadkani, M. R. (2001). Periods of Persian poetry: From
constitutionalism to the fall of the monarchy. Tehran: Sokhan. {In Persian}

Shahjerdi, P. (2002). The odyssey of dawn. Tehran: Karun. {In Persian}

Shamlou, A. (2013). Collected works (Vol. 1). Tehran: Negah. {In Persian}

Sweidan, S. (2002). Bader Shaker Al-Sayyab: An addition to modern Arabic
innovation (1st ed.). Beirut: Dar Al-Adab. {In Arabic}

Yousefi, S. M. (2012). History of a concept: Audience studies and children's
literature in Iran. Roshanan Biannual Journal, 14(1), 108-119. {In Persian}

Zahedi Mazandarani, M. J. (1997). Dictionary of social sciences (1st ed.).
Tehran: Mazyar. {In Persian}



