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Introduction

Society is a group of people who come together to meet their material and spiritual needs and
have extensive relationships with each other. Therefore, social needs and a common cultural
space are the needs of society (Maalouf, 2000, Vol. 1: 101). According to this definition, it can
be said that “society does not have an independent structure without its individuals and does not
form without people” (Motaheri, 1371: 213). However, the progress and excellence of society
depends on a group of specific factors, and if these factors are not available, society will regress
and collapse. Therefore, many scientists and reformers sought to rebuild society and explain the
causes of its destruction, and contemporary poets and writers are pioneers in this work and stood
against ineffective and oppressive currents with their works. Many sociologists also analyzed the
issue of social collapse, including Dmitry Orlov, who presented a methodological theory and
linked collapse to economic, commercial, political and social solidarity factors such as family
and culture (Kakadzfuli, 2023: 94-95). And for each of the aforementioned factors, subcategories
were considered. On the other hand, the relationship between literature and society is a strong
and deep-rooted relationship, and literature cannot be separated from its sociological context,
because every literary work is the result of a real or imaginary social experience, and society
casts a shadow over every work and gives it direction. Therefore, literature does not form
without society, and there is no society without literature. This influence goes so far that
“criticism is considered a social work that requires bridges to society and to reach readers”
(Saleh; 2009: 6). And its basis is formed by society and individuals.

Among literary works and genres, the novel deals most with the analysis of social issues and
popular concerns and is concerned with reforming society. One of the novels that reflects the
voices of the poor and powerless in society is the novel "Perceptions of the Forgotten” by
Jordanian author Sana Shaalan.

Methodology

The method of this research is descriptive and analytical, and an attempt has been made to apply
Dmitry Orlov’s sociological approach to reading and analyzing the novel “Adrakaha Al
Nisyaan” by Ms. Sana Shaalan. This approach emphasizes the continuity of different systems in
a society and shows how economic stagnation, political instability, and social collapse can
contribute to the collapse of a society. By examining the role of factors such as family and
culture in maintaining social cohesion and resilience, Orlov presents a comprehensive approach
to understanding the causes and possible consequences of collapse. The present study has
focused on the most important factors in the aforementioned novel and has analyzed and
analyzed them.

Discussion and Results

Sociologists have proposed several factors for the collapse of society at all levels, and in this
study, the factors proposed by Orlov were used, but no manifestation of the commercial
dimension was found in the society of the novel "Forgotten Perceptions”.

The political dimension was most frequent in the novel. The novel shows a society that desires
personal freedom and authority, and in which man feels alienated from himself, and this
alienation leads to distance from society, anxiety, fear, identitylessness, pessimism, hostility, and
behavior against the law. In this society, man finds his rights violated and is far from human



dignity. Therefore, adherence to truthfulness has no place there, and theft and moral corruption
spread in it. Also, innovation and progress give way to submission and submission, and everyone
seeks livelihood and daily needs. Such factors were the result of ineffective policies and
domination in the society of the novel.

In the dimension of social solidarity, family relations have reached a dead end and collapsed due
to the spread of sexual corruption. Also, in this patriarchal society, women's rights are easily
ignored and have no helpers and in many cases fall into the hands of the unworthy.

In the economic dimension, there is also a difficult confrontation between the haves and have-
nots; a few have dominated the incomes and are plundering the country's property, while others
are living in poverty with hunger and deprivation, resulting in a bipolar society.

In the cultural dimension, we are witnessing the death of innovation and the expulsion of cultural
figures. In addition, the voice of reform and efficiency is stifled in the throat, and there is severe
censorship in the cultural dimension.

Conclusion

The factors of the collapse of society in the novel "Perceptions of the Forgotten™ are intertwined
and related, and these factors are the result of ineffective government policies and the presence
of self-defeating and self-serving individuals. These policies cannot meet the needs of the people
and instead only benefit a few, which leads to widespread dissatisfaction and unrest. Also, by
applying sociological theories, one can properly and methodically understand various literature
and novels and better understand the reading of that author. Also, by applying sociological
theories to analyze literature such as the novel "Perceptions of the Forgotten™, readers can gain a
deeper understanding of the social structures and dynamics present in the novel. This allows for a
more accurate interpretation of the text and provides insight into the message or interpretation
the author intends to convey about society.

References

Arabic sources

- Ibn Khaldoun. (1587). Introduction by Ibn Khaldun; Beirut, Arab Heritage Revival House. [In
Arabic]

- Ahmadzadeh Hoch, Parviz et al. (2020). “Women and Justice in Light of Social Criticism of
Naguib Mahfouz’s Two Novels (The Epic of the Harafish and The Children of Our
Neighborhood),” Lisan Mubin 10 (35), 20-1. [In Arabic]

- Eagleton, Terry. (2018). Culture, translated and presented by: Latifa Al-Dulaimi, first edition,
Damascus: Dar Al-Mada. [In Arabic]

- Barakat, Halim. (2006). Alienation in Arab culture (man’s maze between dream and reality);
1st edition, Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies.

- . (1998). Contemporary Arab society; 6th edition, Beirut: Center for Arab Unity
Studies. [In Arabic]

- Belgaziz, Abdel-llah. (2008). The State and Society; 1st ed., Beirut: Arab Network for
Research and Publishing. [In Arabic]

- Tamimi Amidi, Abdul-Wahid bin Muhammad. (1410). Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim;
edited by Sayyid Mahdi Rajai, 2nd ed., Qom: Dar al-Kitab al-Islami. [In Arabic]

- Tamim, Ali. (2003). Apparent Narrative and the Dramatic Phenomenon, Studies in the
Dramatic Manifestations of Ancient Arabic Narrative; Beirut: Casablanca. [In Arabic]

- al-Jawhari, Muhammad. (2015). Introduction to Sociology. Amman: Dar al-Masirah for
Publishing, Distribution, and Printing. [In Arabic]

- Shaalan, Sanaa (Bint Na'ima). (2021). Forgetfulness Overtook Her; 2nd ed., Tampere, Finland:
Tannour Cultural Center. [In Arabic]



- Saleh, Fakhri. (2009). In the New Arabic Novel, 1st ed., Beirut: Arab Scientific Publishers. [In
Arabic]

- Al-Tahir, Abdul-Jalil. (2016). Idols of Society: A Study of Bias, Fanaticism, and Social
Hypocrisy; Iraq, Toronto, Canada: Academic Research Center. [In Arabic]

- Al-Farahidi, Khalil bin Ahmad. (1409 AH). The Book of the Eye; edited by Mahdi Al-
Makhzoumi and Ibrahim Al-Samarrai, 2nd ed., Iran: Dar Al-Hijra Foundation. [In Arabic]

- Layla, Ali. (2015). Social Theory and Societal Issues: Mechanisms of Social Cohesion; Cairo:
Anglo-Egyptian Library. [In Arabic]

- Maalouf, Louis. (2000). Al-Munjid in Contemporary Arabic; Vol. 1, Lebanon: Dar Al-
Mashreq. [In Arabic]

- Maymandi, Wasal, et al. (1400 AH). "Violence and its Representation Techniques in Ahmed
Saadawi's Novel "He Dreams, Plays, or Dies,” Lisan Mubin, 12(44), 87-105. [In Arabic]

- Musa, Hussein (2009). The Individual and Society in Michel Foucault; Finland: Dar al-Tanwir.
[In Arabic]

- Wael Barakat, Wael, and Ghassan al-Sayyid (1995). Introduction to Critical Methods of
Literary Analysis; Damascus: Lana. [In Arabic]

- Wasil, Abdulrahman (1986). Emotional and Sexual Problems of Youth in the Light of Islamic
Law; 2nd ed., Jeddah: Dar al-Sharg. [In Arabic]

Persian Sources

- Tabatabai, Muhammad Hussein (2022). Principles of Philosophy and the Method of
Realism; edited by Morteza Motahhari, Qom: Islamic Publications. [In Persian]

-Kakadzfulli, Ali. (2023). “Ruikrdhay is a theoretical figure in the social context of the
University of Iran and criticism and religion,” Afaq Amnit Magazine, 16th year, pp. 89-116.
[In Persian]

- Motahhari, Mortada. (1992). Philosophy of ethics; Tehran: Sadra Publications. [In Persian]

- Makarem Shirazi, Nasser. (1995). Interpretation of its growth 32nd edition, Tehran: Dar Al-
Kutub Al-Islamiyyah. [In Persian]



