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Introduction 

Discourse analysis, which is an interdisciplinary study between literature 

and the disciplines of linguistics, social sciences, political sciences, etc., 

according to various definitions of scientists, explains and specifies the 

manner of expression and speech in order to determine the ideology of the 

speaker through it. The context of discourse analysis is language, through 

which the speaker's goal is achieved, which is why linguists consider 

language to be versatile and can make life easier for the speaker or destroy it. 

Critical discourse analysis is a critical approach that, in addition to linguistic 

and discursive analysis, examines the relationship between language, society, 

and power. In his critical discourse analysis, Fairclough proposes three levels 

of description, interpretation, and explanation in examining texts, each of 

which examines the linguistic context of the text, the background of the text, 

and the relationship between language, society, and power. 

Yahya Sinwar, the author of the novel "The Thorn and the Clove", is one 

of the pro-Palestine fighters who devoted his life to defending this land and 

his Islamic ideals against Israel and Zionism, until he was martyred by the 

Zionists while fighting. He wrote this novel in a simple, realistic and 

colloquial language in prison to defend the rights of the Palestinians against 

the colonialism of Israel and America. In this novel, he seeks to delegitimize 

the usurping Israelis who have forcibly usurped the Palestinian lands and are 

violently killing Palestinians, and gives legitimacy to the Palestinians, who 

claim that the Palestinian land is their legal and religious right. 

 

Methodology 

The importance and necessity of the research is that the audience, through 

the analysis of Fairclough's critical discourse, through the scrutiny of the 

novel "The Thorn and the Clove", achieves the author's goals, namely to 

discover the meanings and dominant ideology of Yahya Sinwar's novel. So, 

this article, using the descriptive-analytical method and Fairclough's critical 

discourse analysis theory, seeks to examine the novel "The Thorns and the 

Cloves" through the following questions: 



1- How and by what styles does Yahya Sinwar legitimize his discourse 

and ideology in the novel "The Thorns and the Cloves" at the level of 

description? 

2- How does Yahya Sinwar reveal his ideology in the novel "The Thorns 

and the Cloves" at the level of interpretation and explanation? 

 

Results andDiscussion 
Regarding the level of explanation in the novel "The Thorn and the 

Clove", it can be said that Sinwar reveals his ideology by referring to the 

strategic turning point in Palestine, describing the inhuman actions of the 

occupiers, the resistance operations and the connection between religion and 

perseverance, and the emergence of oppression and tyranny in connection 

with capitalism and the economy to buy weapons and make people homeless, 

ruin their lives, and the fall of morality and humanity. So we understood the 

dialectical relationship between discourse and society, that discourse is 

influenced by some popular ideas and currents of thought, but ultimately 

discourse has an impact on society and rejects the popular idea of non-

resistance, weakness and betrayal of the people and rulers, and the oppression 

and tyranny of the Israelis, and removes legitimacy from them and gives it to 

the Palestinians to defend themselves through legitimate struggle and 

resistance and take their rights from the Israelis. 

 

Conclusion 

In the novel "The Thorn and the Cloves", Sinwar uses methods such as 

contradiction, emphasis, negation, denial and rebuke to encourage the 

audience to be defiant and resist the evil and tyrannical Israeli occupiers. He 

intends to legitimize his discourse and ideology in order to prove the 

legitimate right of the Palestinians to fight for freedom and defend 

themselves, and in return, to strip legitimacy from the Israelis, who have 

themselves caused this delegitimization through illegitimate means such as 

oppression, violence, war-mongering, aggression, massacre, and illegal 

usurpation of Palestinian land. In his discourses, he places great emphasis on 

the words "homeland", "land", "Palestine", etc., in order to preserve and 

highlight the ideology of the Palestinian land as a legitimate right of the 

Palestinians, and to emphasize the importance of this land and the struggle 

and sacrifice to preserve it, even at the cost of martyrdom and the loss of 

Palestinian lives. At the level of interpretation, he has linked the knowledge 

and awareness of the text to Islamic texts and proverbs, and he considers the 

discourse of Palestinian struggle and resistance as their accepted culture and 

ideology to be an extension and continuation of Palestinian thoughts and 

ideology that has become apparent after the occupation of Palestinian 

territories by the Israelis. 
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