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Article Info ABSTRACT

Critical discourse analysis (CDA), with its emphasis on the interconnectedness of
language, power, and ideology, offers an interdisciplinary approach for examining
Research Article literary texts, enabling the investigation of how relations of domination and
resistance are represented and reproduced at the level of linguistic and discursive
mechanisms. The short story Tuffah al-Majanin by the Palestinian author Yahya
Yakhlef, set against the backdrop of institutionalized violence and collective
R resistance in the 1980s, provides a rich terrain for the application of this approach.
Received: The present study aims to elucidate how power, ideology, and social relations are
04/04/2026 represented in this work, employing a descriptive-analytical method based on
Norman Fairclough's three-dimensional model (description, interpretation, and
explanation). At the descriptive level, the analysis of lexical choices, syntactic

Article type:

Accepted: patterns, and textual organization reveals that the narrative highlights oppositions
such as violence and resistance, and through the distribution of agentive roles,
11/07/2026 simultaneously represents both domination and acts of resistance. At the interpretive

level, these mechanisms acquire meaning in relation to the socio-political context of
Palestine in the 1980s, contributing to the formation of a specific interpretive horizon
for the reader. At the explanatory level, it becomes evident that the text, through the
naturalization of certain religious and everyday connotations and the symbolic
representation of dependency, fear, and collective action, plays a role in either
reproducing or challenging hegemonic power structures and dominant ideologies.
The findings indicate that Tuffah al-Majanin is not merely a reflection of social
reality, but actively participates in the process of meaning-making and discourse
production, engaging in the representation and critique of power relations through
linguistic mechanisms.
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Introduction

This study examines the short story Tuffah al-Majanin (“The Madmen’s
Apples”) by the Palestinian writer Yahya Yakhlaf through the analytical lens
of Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA). The story, written during a period marked by political
turmoil, social suppression, and the intensification of everyday resistance,
offers a fertile ground for exploring how language constructs and negotiates
ideological meanings within a conflict-ridden context. CDA emphasizes the
dialectical relationship between linguistic choices and social structures;
therefore, Yakhlaf’s narrative becomes an ideal site for observing how
discourse reflects and shapes collective memory, resistance culture, and the
lived reality of Palestinians under occupation.

The importance of this research lies in the fact that although Yakhlaf’s
works have been studied from literary and thematic angles, there remains a
notable gap in systematic linguistic-discursive analysis, especially based on
Fairclough’s tripartite model of description, interpretation, and explanation.
By situating the narrative within its socio-historical background, the present
study aims to uncover how power relations, ideological struggles, and social
identities are reproduced or challenged through Yakhlaf’s stylistic and
discursive strategies.

The theoretical foundations draw on Fairclough’s CDA, intertextuality
studies, and sociocognitive perspectives proposed by van Dijk. Additionally,
this study relies on related scholarship in Arabic and Persian, including
research on discourse of resistance, stylistics of place in Yakhlaf’s narratives,
and general works on discourse analysis in Arabic literature.

Through this multi-layered approach, the study intends to show that
Tuffah al-Majanin is not merely a literary representation of Palestinian
suffering but an active participant in meaning-making, identity formation,
and ideological contestation.

Methodology

This research adopts Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model,
which investigates discourse at three interrelated levels:

Description (Textual Analysis):
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This level focuses on linguistic features such as vocabulary selection,
transitivity patterns, syntactic structures, textual organization, and the
semantic fields constructed through the opposition of violence and resistance.
Special attention is given to agent representation, nominalization, repetition,
modality, and evaluative adjectives that encode ideological stances.

Here, the study explores how the text is produced, distributed, and
consumed within the Palestinian socio-political environment of the Y3A-s.
Intertextual and interdiscursive references—such as structural violence,
collective resistance, martyrdom motifs, and depictions of fear and
solidarity—are examined to show how readers activate mental models shaped
by shared cultural and political memories.

At this level, the research identifies how the discourse contributes to
reproducing or resisting dominant ideological structures. The analysis shows
how certain religious and cultural meanings become naturalized, how
symbolic representations of dependence and fear reflect lived realities under
occupation, and how collective actions depicted in the narrative challenge
hegemonic power.

The corpus of the study consists solely of the short story Tuffah
al-Majanin ()9AY). Analytical categories are derived from Fairclough’s
works (Y 4A3—Y++Y) and are supplemented with van Dijk’s socio-cognitive
approach to ideology and knowledge structures. The research is qualitative,
descriptive-analytical, and interpretive, relying on textual evidence and
contextual data from Palestinian history and resistance literature.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the descriptive level reveals that Yakhlaf employs
strategic lexical contrasts—particularly between brutality and steadfastness—
to construct a dual semantic field that mirrors the tension between oppression
and resistance. The high frequency of declarative structures and the
deliberate distribution of agentive roles highlight the uneven power
relationship between institutional forces and marginalized individuals.
Transitivity analysis shows that oppressive actors are often represented as
active agents of violence, while Palestinian characters frequently appear as
resilient subjects, victims, or collective actors engaging in symbolic
resistance.

Interpretive findings indicate that these linguistic patterns cannot be
understood independently of the historical context. The story resonates with
intertextual echoes of the First Intifada, structural poverty, displacement, and
the deep-seated culture of sumid (steadfastness). Readers familiar with
Palestinian history interpret these textual cues in ways that reinforce
communal identity and shared cultural memory. The narrative thus functions
as a discursive space where collective trauma and national resistance
converge.
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At the explanatory level, the study demonstrates that the story not only
reflects social realities but also contributes to ideological reproduction and
transformation. Yakhlaf naturalizes certain culturally grounded meanings—
such as sacrifice, communal solidarity, and faith—making them appear
self-evident. Simultaneously, the narrative challenges institutional power by
exposing its mechanisms of fear, control, and violence. The symbolic
representation of apples—associated with both madness and resilience—
serves as a metaphor for the paradoxical condition of Palestinians: oppressed
yet resistant, fragile yet unbreakable.

The findings confirm that Yakhlaf’s discourse aligns with the broader
tradition of Palestinian resistance literature, yet it stands out in its narrative
economy, symbolic density, and sophisticated deployment of discursive
strategies that blend realism with allegory.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Tuffah al-Majanin is a powerful example of
how literary discourse can operate simultaneously as a reflection of social
conditions and as an instrument of ideological critique. Through its interplay
of linguistic choices, intertextual references, and symbolic representations,
the story reveals deep structures of domination while also foregrounding the
possibilities of resistance and collective agency.

Applying Fairclough’s three-dimensional model demonstrates that the
narrative engages in the social construction of meaning and actively
participates in processes of hegemony formation. The story’s discursive
practices reinforce cultural identity, challenge oppressive structures, and
contribute to the ongoing dialogue about Palestinian memory, resilience, and
liberation.

This extended abstract underscores the importance of CDA in literary
studies and highlights the need for further research on Arabic resistance
narratives from linguistically grounded perspectives.
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The present study, with an interdisciplinary approach, analyzes the novel "Adrakh al-
Nasyan" by Sanaa Shaalan (1977) based on the stream of consciousness technique of
Research William James (1977). The main goal is to explain how the specific components of
Article the stream of consciousness are manifested in the narrative structure and themes of
the novel and to discover the dialectical relationship between form and content. The
necessity of the research stems from the lack of an independent study with this
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Introduction

William James (1890), in his Principles of Psychology, introduced the
term "stream of consciousness™ to describe the continuous flow of thoughts,
memories, and emotions within the conscious mind. This theory, which
offered a psychological framework for understanding human consciousness,
later became a pivotal technique in modern literature, enabling authors to
delve into characters' inner depths, challenge conventional narrative forms,
and bridge psychology and fiction. Sana Shaalan's novel Perceptions of
Forgetfulness (1977) exemplifies this approach, employing interior
monologue and other contemporary devices to explore the unconscious layers
of its characters.This research aims to analyze the novel through the lens of
James's theory, motivated by three key needs: first, to offer a fresh
interpretation of a work not yet examined via this framework; second, to
enrich comparative studies between Western psychological theories and
Arabic literary traditions; and third, to illuminate the link between narrative
form and the philosophical-psychological themes of the text. Using a
descriptive-analytical method, the study investigates how the stream of
consciousness manifests in narrative structure, characterization, and the
portrayal of existential concerns.

Methodology

This interdisciplinary study combines literature and psychology to analyze
Sana Sha‘lan's novel Adrakaha al-Nisyan (1977) based on William James's
stream of consciousness theory (1890). Using a qualitative descriptive-
analytical approach and text-based content analysis, the research identifies
eleven operational components of James's theory—including free association,
interior monologue, non-linear mental movement, psychological time
disruption, poetic language, mental symbolism, and the blurring of external
reality and the character's mind. Data were collected through library study
and careful examination of the novel's original text, then systematically
analyzed according to these components. The findings reveal how Sha‘lan
employs these techniques to create a fluid, non-linear narrative that reflects
characters' inner conflicts—such as quilt, identity crisis, and the interplay of
memory and forgetting—while dissolving the boundaries between past and
present, reality and imagination. By demonstrating how these operational
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components function as practical indicators of James's theory rather than
mere general narrative elements, the research offers a replicable
interdisciplinary model for analyzing similar works of modern Arabic fiction.

Results and Discussion

The analysis of the novel "Perceptions of Forgetfulness™ based on William
James's stream of consciousness theory demonstrates the systematic
application of nine main components. Internal monologue, flowing through
the characters Baha and Zahhak, presents non-linear, poetic expressions of
love, suffering, and identity search. Association operates unconsciously, with
present moments triggering childhood memories through shared emotional
experiences. Fluid and non-linear time, using flashback techniques, breaks
temporal sequences and blends past with present, as the main character lives
entirely in his past.Self-narration places readers at the center of emotional
storms, fostering immediate identification with characters. The poetic
language, manifested through sublime words, imagery, and rhythm, adds
philosophical depth. Mental symbolism conveys abstract concepts through
personal and cultural symbols. The disregard for conventional audience
expectations transforms readers into co-investigators who must interpret
intertwined layers of thought. Finally, the return to past and memory blurs
boundaries between objective and subjective reality, immersing readers in
psychological turmoil where time stops and only the endless flow of memory
persists.

Conclusion

This interdisciplinary study analyzes Sana Sha‘lan's novel Adrakaha al-
Nisyan through William James's stream of consciousness theory, focusing on
narrative structure, characterization, and ontological themes. Findings show
that nonlinear time and flashbacks reflect James's “"continuous flow of
consciousness,” enabling characters to merge past and present and redefine
identity via repressed memories. Interior monologues and self-talk depict
psychological  conflicts—quilt, loneliness, identity  crises—without
mediation, while repressed memories and vague emotions flow as "transitive
states” shaping the "fringes of consciousness.” Ontologically, poetic
language, mental symbolism, and blurred reality-mind boundaries represent
forced forgetting, memory-desire tension, and identity search in a repressive
world; forgetting is a conscious survival choice, not memory loss. These
devices engage readers actively: nonlinear time and free associations
challenge traditional narration, while poetic language creates a dreamlike,
multi-layered atmosphere inviting reflection on hidden meanings. The
research shows Sha‘lan integrates James's components to create dialectical
form-content interaction, expanding Arabic narrative's capacity for
psychological complexity. It offers a replicable interdisciplinary model for
analyzing similar works, demonstrating how stream of consciousness
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techniques can illuminate modern human psychological intricacies in
contemporary Arabic literature.
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Time is one of the most fundamental elements of narrative, and its analysis can yield
insights into the meaning and trajectory of the story. Gérard Genette, a French
Research Article structuralist, examines narrative time through three components: order, duration, and
frequency. The novel "Sata'ir al-'Atma" by Walid Al-Hawdali depicts ninety days of the
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An Interdisciplinary Analysis of the Function of Narrative Duration in
the Representation of Resistance Based on Gérard Genette's Theory: A
Case Study of the Novel Sata'ir al-'Atmah

Fatemeh Mohabbat, Master's Graduate inArabic language and literature, Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.
Sajjad Esmaili, (corresponding author): Associate Professor in Arabic Language
and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Imam Khomeini International

University, Qazvin, Iran. Email: esmaili@hum.ikiu.ac.ir

Introduction

Time is essential to narrative, shaping our understanding of experience
and identity (Rimmon-Kenan, 2008). Narrative inherently unfolds in time;
without it, structure and intelligibility are lost (Asa Berger, 2001). Genette's
systematic framework of narrative time—order, duration, and frequency—
remains foundational in narratology (Ahmadi, 1996; Lothe, 2009). By
distinguishing story time from text time, he enabled a systematic reading of
narrative structure. Duration, which governs narrative pace and rhythm,
operates through four types: descriptive pause, ellipsis, summary, and scene.
These techniques allow authors to omit, condense, expand, or suspend time,
thereby shaping reader perception and emotional engagement. This study
analyzes duration's function in representing the lived experience of resistance
in Al-Hawdali's "Sata'ir al-'Atma," which recounts ninety days of the
protagonist Amer's imprisonment and interrogation. The novel's significance
lies in its tense temporal setting and the author's skillful use of duration
techniques to convey psychological pressure, oppressive prison atmosphere,
and the protagonist's inner complexities. The central research questions are:
(1) How and for what purpose does Al-Hawdali employ each type of
duration? (2) Which type is most frequent, and what are its artistic and
semantic implications? Using a descriptive-analytical method, this study
demonstrates how duration functions as a meaning-generating device,
shaping both the reading experience and empathy with the protagonist.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on Gérard
Genette's theory of narrative time. Genette, one of the most influential figures
in narratology, introduced a systematic framework for analyzing time in
narrative through three main components: order, duration, and frequency. By
distinguishing between "story time" (the chronological sequence of events)
and "text time" (the order and manner in which events are presented in the
narrative), he demonstrated how authors manipulate time to create specific
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effects. Among these components, "duration™ governs the pace and rhythm of
the narrative by regulating the relationship between the length of time an
event takes in the story and the length of text devoted to it. Duration is
realized through four main techniques: descriptive pause (where narrative
time halts for detailed description), scene (where narrative time equals story
time, typical of dialogue), summary (where narrative time is condensed), and
ellipsis (where narrative time is omitted entirely). This study specifically
focuses on the component of duration and its four subtypes, examining how
they function within the novel "Sata'ir al-'/Atma." The entire novel (176
pages) was read and analyzed as a complete corpus, and all instances related
to the four types of duration were extracted and categorized.

Results and Discussion

In "Sata'ir al-'Atma," Al-Hawdali uses all four duration types across 176
pages covering 90 days of Amer's imprisonment. Narrative pace varies—
ellipsis and summary create positive acceleration, while descriptive pause
and scene produce negative or equal pace. The author omits minor events and
elaborates on significant ones through scene and descriptive pause, thereby
indicating their relative importance within the plot. By slowing the pace, he
emphasizes key events; by accelerating, he signals lesser importance. In
response to the second question, descriptive pause has the highest frequency.
Throughout the novel, the author describes characters such as the four
interrogators, the judge, the female interrogator, Tawfig Muhammad, Nabil,
and lbrahim, familiarizing the audience with them so that the reader can
visualize them throughout the story. Alongside character descriptions, he also
describes spaces and places such as the prison cell, the bathroom, the prison
yard, the courtroom, the moment of the operation, and so on, making them
tangible and vivid for the reader. The author also details Amer's various
states—fatigue, torment, pain, and torture—in great detail, allowing the
reader to deeply empathize with his suffering and psychological turmoil.
After descriptive pause, scene has a high frequency, with Amer shown in
dialogue with the four interrogators, Nabil and Ibrahim, and Tawfiq
Muhammad. During these dialogues, the narrator has a minimal presence,
intervening mostly to describe the characters' states or to establish
atmosphere between conversations, meaning that narrative speed is almost
identical to event time. This technique lends credibility and immediacy to the
interactions, making the reader feel as though they are witnessing the events
firsthand. Ellipsis, which is predominantly explicit in this novel, appears
through precise indications of time passage—such as "a week passed™ or "ten
days passed"—thereby omitting repetitive or uneventful periods during which
no significant action occurs.
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Conclusion

This study applies Genette's concept of duration to the novel "Sata'ir al-
‘Atma.” The findings reveal that Al-Hawdali employs all four types of
duration: descriptive pause, ellipsis, summary, and scene. Descriptive pause,
the most frequent, details the prison atmosphere and characters' psychological
states. Scene maintains a pace equal to real time in dialogues, with minimal
narrator intervention. Explicit ellipsis omits repetitive events, while summary
condenses longer periods. By manipulating narrative speed, the author
transforms duration from a technical device into a meaning-generating tool
for conveying anxiety, endurance, and psychological complexities of
resistance. This study offers a model for analyzing resistance narratives in
contemporary Arabic literature.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

Owing to its structural flexibility, the contemporary novel has consistently
utilized the capacities of modern arts, particularly cinema, to enrich its
Research Article narrative dimensions; nevertheless, the aesthetic translation of visual logic
into verbal language remains a fundamental challenge in interdisciplinary
studies of literature and cinema. Contemporary Arabic novels have similarly
undergone notable structural transformations by embracing the techniques of
- the seventh art, among which cinematic montage plays a prominent role as a
Received: key instrument for reconfiguring meaning. Naguib Mahfouz, drawing on his
14/03/2026 cinematic background and screenwriting experience, employed cinematic
cuts and montage in his fictional works. Adopting an intermedia approach
and a descriptive-analytical method, this study explores the process of media

Avrticle type:

Accepted: transposition and the various types of montage in the novel Miramar. The
findings demonstrate that Mahfouz, through the deployment of two broad
04/08/2026 categories “narrative montage” (comprising reverse, contrast, parallel, and

analogical montage) and “expressive montage” (encompassing ideological
and rhythmic montage)—approximated the novel’s textual logic to the visual
logic of the screenplay, thereby conferring a dramatic dimension upon his
narratives. Beyond strengthening the intermedia link, this artistic application
has substantially contributed to delineating the psychological dimensions of
the characters and representing spatio-temporal complexities, demonstrating
how montage in the novel functions beyond a mere decorative device and
serves as an innovative narrative formula.
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Introduction

Naguib Mahfouz’s novel Miramar stands as a landmark text in modern
Arabic literature, capturing the socio-political fragmentation of post-
revolutionary Egypt through a multi-perspective structure set in an
Alexandrian pension. Although written as a literary text, Miramar operates at
the conceptual border of literature and cinema, requiring an interdisciplinary
analysis to fully decode its visual and dramatic storytelling mechanisms.
While traditional literary criticism often reduces the novel to its thematic and
historical contexts, a significant research gap exists regarding how Mahfouz
utilizes cinematographic techniques—specifically film editing—to structure
the narrative. To address this gap, an interdisciplinary approach is essential
because it bridges the textual nature of the novel with the spatial-temporal
dynamics of cinema, allowing us to examine the story as a sequence of
composed shots rather than mere verbal sentences. The objective of this study
is to explore how Mahfouz employs cinematic editing technigues to achieve
narrative reconfiguration, reshape the flow of time, and externalize the
psychological conflicts of the characters. By identifying and analyzing
specific cinematic devices within the text, this research aims to demonstrate
how the integration of film theory and narrative analysis exposes the
structural complexity of Miramar, showing that the novel is constructed
using a visual grammar that mirrors the mechanics of the cinema screen

Methodology

This study employs an interdisciplinary methodology that integrates
structuralist narratology with classical and modernist film editing theories,
specifically Sergei Eisenstein’s montage theory and French New Wave
editing concepts. By applying these dual theoretical frameworks to Miramar,
the research operates at a synthesis level of interdisciplinary interaction,
where cinematic terminologies such as flashback, parallel editing, matching
cuts, contrast editing, and rhythmic pacing are translated into literary analysis
to examine the text’s narrative architecture. This methodology systematically
bridges the gap between text and image by treating Mahfouz’s paragraphs as
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individual shots and his chapter transitions as sequence cuts, thereby
providing a structured framework to evaluate how filmic composition
organizes the psychological and thematic progressions within the literary
space of Miramar.

Results and Discussion

The analysis reveals that Naguib Mahfouz constructs a highly
sophisticated visual narrative in Miramar by utilizing four primary editing
modes that generate new aesthetic and psychological meanings. First, the
application of reverse-cutting and flashbacks reveals the characters’ deep
psychological disintegration; for instance, when Kamal sits on his bridal
platform and suddenly flashes back to his university speech, the cinematic
juxtaposition of these two distant events exposes his internal collapse. This is
reinforced by a match cut when Kamal’s eye contact with his mother at the
wedding triggers a memory of her looking at him across the street on his first
school day, merging past and present into a singular emotional image.
Second, matching editing removes narrative monotony, as seen when
Sarhan’s act of drinking coffee at a family gathering triggers a matching
transition to a tavern on Al-Alfi Street, blending two different social settings
through a shared sensory object. Third, contrastive editing highlights intense
psychological and moral conflicts; the stark juxtaposition of Sarhan’s tense,
alcohol-fueled meeting with Safiyya against his warm, tea-sharing embrace
with Zahra highlights the emotional dichotomy between disgust and peace.
Finally, parallel editing achieves unity of idea despite shifts in time and
space, specifically tracking Sarhan’s opportunistic vacillation between his
affection for Zahra and his pragmatic ambition to marry the schoolteacher,
Aaliyah. Ultimately, the integration of cinematic editing answers the research
questions by showing that Mahfouz uses these cuts not as simple ornaments,
but to accelerate or decelerate narrative rhythm, thereby directly transmitting
the characters’ anxiety, stress, and political disillusionment to the reader.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that Naguib Mahfouz’s Miramar is not
merely a literary text but a carefully edited cinematic composition. By
applying film montage theory to the novel, this interdisciplinary analysis
successfully illustrates how techniques like matching, parallel, and
contrastive editing serve as the structural backbone of the narrative,
organizing the flow of time and deepening characterization. The significance
of this research lies in its contribution to modern Arabic narratology, offering
a practical model for interdisciplinary literary analysis that moves beyond
traditional thematic criticism. By showing how Mahfouz translates the visual
and rhythmic qualities of cinema into the written word, this study enriches



B gizes oz Gl o) Oloy 53 glatow g slbla b oo / S8 55 5 il /A

our understanding of the modern Arabic novel’s formal adaptability.
Ultimately, the research proves that the structural coherence and
psychological depth of Miramar are directly achieved through these
cinematic configurations, establishing Naguib Mahfouz as a pioneer who
bridged the aesthetic divide between the page and the screen.
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By representing the hidden psychological layers of characters, the novel
establishes a profound connection with the discipline of psychology, thereby
enabling an interdisciplinary reading in which the literary text is regarded not
merely as an artistic narrative, but as a field for testing psychological concepts.
The present study aims to elucidate how Carl Rogers' theory of personality is
manifested in the novel FT Qalbi Untha 'Ibriyyah (In the Heart of a Hebrew
Woman) by Khawla Hamdi, examining fundamental components of this theory
including self-concept, self-actualization, the need for positive regard, and the
congruence or incongruence of the self. Adopting an interdisciplinary approach
that integrates narrative analysis methods in Arabic literature with humanistic
psychology, this study analyzes the fictional characters based on Rogers'
theoretical framework, with the level of interdisciplinary interaction being
conceptual and methodological integration. The findings reveal that character
transformation in this novel, contrary to deterministic approaches, takes shape
within a context of concepts such as unconditional positive regard, freedom of
will, and dialogue. Despite environmental and social pressures, the characters
traverse the path from limiting self-concepts toward the realization of the fully
functioning person, relying on conscious awareness, the ability to make sound
decisions, and the benefit of proper guidance. By offering an interdisciplinary
model for the psychological analysis of fictional characters, this study opens new
horizons in Arabic narrative studies and demonstrates how Arabic fiction can
serve as a domain for the representation and testing of psychological theories.

Keywords: Humanistic Psychology, Carl Rogers, Khawla Hamdi, Fr Qalbt Untha
'Ibriyyah.
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Introduction

Meanwhile, Carl Rogers (1902-1987), one of the most prominent figures
in humanistic psychology, believed that humans have the potential to realize
their latent talents. This tendency towards self-actualization is the main force
of human motivation. According to Rogers, a complete human is someone
who can actualize their inner capabilities; and since this process has no end,
humans can always achieve a higher level of growth and perfection than in
the past. (Sultan-ol-Qaraei, 2007: 48).

In the field of literature, the novel is one of the most important genres in
which character plays a fundamental role, because the actions and behavior
of the characters are a reflection of social realities, and the author seeks to
express his or her purpose through their depiction. One of these works is the
novel "In the Heart of a Hebrew Woman" by Khawla Hamdi, whose
character analysis based on the components of Rogers' theory is of particular
importance. The reason for this importance is the remarkable similarities
between the main character of the story, Nedi, and Carl Rogers' lived
experience; both grew up in a closed environment mixed with religious
prejudices; A space that, by imposing normative restrictions and control
mechanisms, challenges the process of developing individual identity and
realizing the authentic "self." Also, the prominent congruence of concepts
such as self-concept, incongruence, and the tendency toward self-
actualization with the personality structure and the path of development of
the characters in the story doubles the analytical power of this theoretical
framework. Hence, adapting the characters of the novel to the foundations of
Rogers' thought allows for a deeper reading of the process of individual
growth in the context of ideological and cultural pressures.
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Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, grounded in
an interdisciplinary approach, to analyze Khawla Hamdi’s novel Fi Qalbi
Untha ‘Ibriyyah (An Hebrew Woman in My Heart). The study integrates
academic perspectives from two distinct fields: literary studies (criticism and
narratology) and psychology (Carl Rogers’ theory of personality). Literary
tools and concepts are employed to extract and examine the narrative
dimensions of the work, while psychological constructs—specifically self-
concept, unconditional positive regard, incongruence, and self-
actualization—are utilized to analyze the profound psychological dimensions
and the core themes of character development. Methodologically, the study
proceeds by first extracting the characters’ narrative actions and traits from
the text, which are then mapped onto and interpreted through the components
of Rogers’ theory. The primary advantage of this synthesis over
conventional, single-discipline literary criticism lies in its enhanced
analytical power to decode behaviors and precisely elucidate the underlying
causes of the characters’ internal psychological transformations. Ultimately,
this interdisciplinary framework facilitates a transition from superficial
descriptive analysis to a deeper comprehension of the narrative’s hidden
layers, thereby offering a more nuanced understanding of character
dynamics.

Results and Discussion

The characters in the novel In the Heart of the Hebrew Woman undergo
transformation in an interactive and reciprocal process, and their
psychological development cannot be analyzed independently of
interpersonal relationships. From Rogers' perspective, the formation of the
"self" takes place in the context of communication experiences and the
degree of receipt of "unconditional positive attention." Accordingly, the
personality development of Ahmed, Nadi, Rima, and Jacob is not formed
individually, but in a network of emotional, religious, and human influences;
in such a way that each character plays a role in the psychological
development of the other character. Rima affects Jacob with her acceptance
and empathy; Nadi causes Ahmed to reconsider his identity assumptions; and
Jacob, in the process of communicating with Rima and Nadi, comes to
rethink the structure of his beliefs.

Conclusion

The transformation of the primary characters—Ahmad, Nadi, Rima, and
Jacob—is a gradual, interactive process rooted in lived emotional and
religious experiences. Ahmad’s confrontation with the incongruence between
inherited identity and new human encounters necessitates a reevaluation of
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his self-concept. Similarly, Nadi seeks inner coherence by navigating the
tension between her preordained identity and emerging perceptions, viewing
her inclination toward Islam as a gradual reduction of internal incongruence
rather than a sudden shift. Rima maintains a precarious equilibrium between
faith, emotion, and individual identity during crises, while Jacob oscillates
between a fixed self-concept and unfamiliar experiences, embodying a
continuous process of self-redefinition rather than the “fully functioning
person.” Ultimately, these transformations are driven by gradual
interpersonal relationships and environmental shifts rather than external
coercion. Through unconditional positive regard, mutual acceptance
mitigates psychological tension and facilitates self-concept reconstruction.
Consequently, the novel depicts identity not as a predetermined construct, but
as a dynamic, malleable entity shaped through sustained interaction with
human relationships.
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Introduction

Postmodernism, by challenging grand narratives and traditional
boundaries, has transformed established discourses in art and literature,
paving the way for the emergence of new movements such as metafiction.
Metafiction, as one of the most distinctive manifestations of postmodern
literature, being cognizant of its own fictional nature, engages in the
unveiling of artifice, the dismantling of metanarratives, temporal play, and
self-conscious character construction (Waugh, 1990, p. 8; Hutcheon, 2004, p.
3). Muhammad Barradah (1938), a prominent Moroccan novelist and critic,
in his two novels Lu ‘bat al-Nisyan (1987) and Imra’ah al-Nisyan (2002),
employing metafictional techniques, has created a narrative world in which
the boundaries between reality and imagination, memory and oblivion, and
author and character become intertwined. The dialectic of memory and
oblivion, as one of the most fundamental philosophical and psychological
questions concerning the nature of identity, existence, and time, has been
unprecedentedly represented in postmodern literature.

Methodology

The present research employs an interdisciplinary methodology
integrating postmodern narratology from Arabic language and literature with
cognitive psychology of memory. From narratology, the study utilizes
analytical tools derived from the theories of Patricia Waugh (1990) on
metafiction as self-conscious fiction, Linda Hutcheon (2004) on
historiographic metafiction, and Brian McHale (1994, 2016) on the
ontological dominant in postmodern fiction. From cognitive psychology, the
research draws on theories of memory processes including encoding, storage,
and retrieval, as well as the role of cognitive biases in memory selection and
the function of defense mechanisms such as repression and denial (Ganji,
2010, pp. 230-245). The research method combines qualitative content
analysis with an analytical-descriptive approach. Data collection is library-
based, utilizing authoritative Persian and Arabic sources, and data analysis is
conducted inferentially. The analytical process follows three steps: first,
postmodern narratological techniques in both novels are identified and
classified; second, cognitive psychological concepts of memory are applied
to analyze how characters encode, store, and retrieve memories; and third,
findings from both analyses are integrated within a unified interpretive
framework.
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Results and Discussion

The analysis of Lu ‘bat al-Nisyan reveals that Barradah extensively
employs techniques such as the narrator of narrators and narrative layering
(35% frequency), the tension between oblivion and recollection (28%
frequency), the presence of the author within the text and the unveiling of
fictionality (17% frequency), direct address to the reader (11% frequency),
and the rebellion of characters (7% frequency). The narrator of narrators, a
self-conscious metafictional character, states: "I feel that the law of the game
| have followed so far no longer convinces me, I, the narrator of narrators
lurking in the dark corner, holding the threads of narration" (Barradah, 1987,
p. 44). This self-awareness reveals that narrative is not a coherent whole but a
collection of fragmented pieces that the narrator of narrators attempts to
connect. In Imra’ah al-Nisyan, the most frequently deployed techniques
include short-circuiting (30% frequency), dialogue between the author and
imaginary characters (22% frequency), indeterminacy (18% frequency),
polyphony (13% frequency), and the intermingling of reality and fiction (9%
frequency).

Conclusion

The interdisciplinary analysis of Barradah's two novels demonstrates that
the dialectic of memory and oblivion serves as the foundational narrative
principle in both works, operating simultaneously at the levels of plot,
characterization, and narrative structure. This dialectic, rooted in
psychoanalytic concepts of repression and return of the repressed, as well as
in the postmodern philosophical stance of relativism and indeterminacy,
enables Barradah to create a narrative world in which no single narrative can
be accepted as final and definitive, and every attempt to achieve a unified and
coherent account of memories is met with failure. The personification of
oblivion in Imra’ah al-Nisyan represents an evolution in the author's
approach to the theme, transforming an abstract concept into a tangible
human entity. The contribution of this research to the development of Arabic
narratology lies in providing a practical model for the interdisciplinary
analysis of Arabic fictional works by integrating postmodern narratology and
cognitive psychology of memory. This approach opens new horizons for
understanding the relationship between narrative form and psychological
content in Arabic literature.
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The novel, as a domain for the representation of characters' emotions, provides a
fertile ground for the sociological analysis of power relations and modes of
Research Article  resistance against domination. However, single-disciplinary analyses of Arabic
literature, particularly in examining the function of emotions in characterization,
have proven inadequate in elucidating the mechanisms of emotion formation and
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Introduction

The novel, as a domain for the representation of characters' emotions,
provides a fertile ground for the sociological analysis of power relations and
modes of resistance against domination. The sociology of emotions, with its
emphasis on examining the relationship between human emotions and
various social, cultural, and political factors, seeks to identify the social
determinants of emotional formation, thereby enabling more precise analysis
of emotional experiences (Rabbani Khorasgani & Kianpour, 2009: 38). In
this approach, emotions are no longer viewed merely as internal
psychological phenomena but as social products generated and managed
within power relations and social structures (Hochschild, 1979: 551). The
novel Al-Shams fi Yawm Gha'tm (The Sun in a Cloudy Day, 1973) by Hanna
Minah, set against the historical backdrop of French colonialism and the
feudal system in Syria, narrates the story of a young son who, by learning the
dagger dance from a revolutionary tailor, rebels against the aristocratic values
of his family and his father, who collaborates with the French colonizers.

Methodology

The theoretical framework of this research integrates two disciplinary
domains: narratology in Arabic literature and the sociology of emotions.
From the first domain, concepts and methods of character analysis,
examination of characters' speech and behavioral acts, analysis of narrative
spaces, and story structure are employed, drawing on the works of scholars
such as Mirsadeghi (2000) and Samaha (1998). From the second domain,
Theodore Kemper's sociology of emotions theory (1987), with its emphasis
on the two components of power and status, serves as the primary theoretical
framework. Kemper argues that relationships based on power and status
trigger different physiological processes that result in the formation of
various emotions (Kemper, 1987: 339). According to this theory, emotions
such as anger emerge in response to the weakening of power or the reduction
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of status, while emotions like love arise from the strengthening of these
positions. Randall Collins's interaction ritual chains theory (1990) is also
employed as a complementary framework, viewing emotions as "emotional
energy" produced and consumed in social interactions (Collins, 1990: 30).

Results and Discussion

The findings reveal that characterization in Al-Shams fi Yawm
Gha'tm serves as an arena for the dialectic of power and status. The father
figure, as a symbol of domination, relies on wealth, political office, and
collaboration with French colonialism to maintain high power and status.
When he sees his son participating in an anti-colonial demonstration, he
experiences a direct threat to his status before the French advisor and reacts
with intense anger, which is repressed in public spaces but fully expressed in
the private space of the home (Minah, 2008: 105). This anger represents a
classic example of emotion management aimed at preserving power. The
father's speech acts also reflect class domination; in a conversation with the
director general about a peasant woman who stole olives, he speaks of
peasants with a contemptuous tone as people who need to be kept in their
place (Minah, 2008: 85). In contrast, the son, who initially possesses little
power and status within the family, gradually gains these through learning the
dagger dance and joining the tailor's group, progressively moving toward
revolutionary actions (Samaha, 1998: 45).

Conclusion

This interdisciplinary study, integrating Arabic narratology with the
sociology of emotions, demonstrates that domination in Al-Shams fi Yawm
Gha'tm is not limited to individual and familial relationships but reflects the
broader social structures governing Syrian society in the 1970s. The father, as
a symbol of domination, responds to any threat to his power and status with
anger, while the son, through the gradual acquisition of power and status by
learning the dagger dance, is progressively driven toward revolutionary
action. Key emotions—anger, love, hope, and fear—as reactions to changes
in power and status positions, are represented across three levels:
characterization, narrative spaces, and fictional symbols. The contribution of
this research lies in offering an interdisciplinary model for the sociological
analysis of emotions in Arabic fiction, demonstrating how the integration of
narrative analysis methods with sociological theories can reveal hidden layers
of meaning and open new horizons for understanding the relationship
between narrative form and power structures in Arabic fictional texts.
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Introduction

The crisis of the intellectual is a significant theme in the modern Arabic
novel, often expressed through the loss of ideals, meaninglessness, social
alienation, and withdrawal from society. Naguib Mahfouz’s Al-Shahhadh
(The Beggar, 1965) explores this crisis through Omar al-Hamzawi, a
successful lawyer who gradually abandons his former intellectual, political,
and artistic ideals and becomes integrated into existing social structures. This
transformation results in boredom, loss of meaning, and increasing isolation.
This study examines Omar’s transformation through Antonio Gramsci’s
theory of hegemony, focusing on how the internalization of dominant values
weakens his critical agency and contributes to his psychological crisis.

Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology within an
interdisciplinary framework combining literary criticism and Gramscian
theory. The analysis focuses on Omar al-Hamzawi’s characterization,
behavior, dialogues, relationships, and psychological transformation. The
principal Gramscian concepts applied are hegemony, consent, internalization
of dominant values, and accommodation to the existing social order. From
this perspective, domination is not maintained exclusively through direct
coercion but can also operate through the production of consent and the
internalization of dominant values. The study consequently examines how
Omar gradually distances himself from his former intellectual and political
commitments and becomes increasingly accommodated to professional
success, material security, social respectability, and stability. This approach
interprets his crisis not merely as an individual psychological or existential
problem but as a condition connected to broader social and ideological
processes.
Results and Discussion
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The findings reveal that Omar’s crisis unfolds gradually through
estrangement from his intellectual identity, loss of meaning, and withdrawal
from collective engagement. His encounter with Othman revives his former
political commitments, highlighting the gap between his past ideals and
present accommodation to the dominant order. From a Gramscian
perspective, this transformation reflects the internalization of hegemony
through consent, as material success and social stability gradually displace
critical awareness. His attempts to regain meaning through love, marriage,
poetry, and solitude ultimately fail, deepening his isolation and psychological
distress. The final gunshot marks the culmination of his crisis, remaining
open to interpretations of defeat, collapse, or liberation.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Omar al-Hamzawi’s crisis in Al-Shahhadh
cannot be understood solely as an individual psychological or existential
experience. It is closely connected to the gradual transformation of his
intellectual identity and the internalization of dominant social values. His
movement from an idealistic and politically engaged intellectual to a
successful lawyer characterized by professional achievement, material
comfort, and social accommodation illustrates the operation of hegemony
through consent and internalization. Boredom, professional disengagement,
withdrawal from collective life, unsuccessful attempts at emotional
fulfillment, recourse to poetry, and eventual isolation constitute
interconnected manifestations of this transformation. A Gramscian reading
consequently reveals that the crisis of the intellectual in Al-Shahhadh
emerges from the interaction between individual consciousness, social
structures, dominant values, and the weakening of critical agency.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

Postcolonial criticism, through its connection between literary studies and
cultural studies, provides an interdisciplinary approach to the analysis of
Research Article literary works and makes possible an examination of history, as a site of
conflict and resistance over national identity, within the narrative structure. In
this regard, “A Mask, the Colour of the Sky”, a novel by the contemporary
Palestinian writer Basim Khandagji, offers considerable potential for such a
reading through its representation of history. Accordingly, this study adopts
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the historical dimension is examined in the plot, characterization, theme, and
Accepted: narrative time, while the concepts of mimicry, hybridity, and the Third Space
02/09/2026 in Homi K. Bhabha’s postcolonial theory are employed as concepts for

analyzing identity and explaining how resistance to domination occurs. The
findings show that, in the plot, history becomes a central axis in the
formation of the narrative and a basis for the resistance of the indigenous
subject; in characterization, the characters’ positioning within the Third
Space leads to the formation of hybrid identities and the imitation of elements
of domination in the direction of resistance; the theme, by highlighting the
distortion of history, provides a basis for resistance to narratives of
domination; and narrative time, through its connection between the past and
the present, indicates the dynamism of national identity. Furthermore, this
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Introduction

Basim Khandagji is among the contemporary Palestinian writers who
have successfully reflected the condition of their society and the identity-
related concerns of Palestinians in their works. One of his most prominent
novels is “A Mask, the Colour of the Sky”, which won the International Prize
for Arabic Fiction - commonly known as the Arab Booker Prize - in 2024. By
engaging with questions of history and national identity, the novel draws on
literature’s representational capacity to reread history and redefine
Palestinian identity. Therefore, an analysis of history in this novel requires
the simultaneous use of literary studies and postcolonial cultural studies. This
is because the representation of history in the work manifests itself, on the
one hand, in the novel’s narrative structure and, on the other, relates to key
postcolonial concerns such as domination, national identity, and resistance.
Accordingly, the need for this research arises from the fact that the novel has
not yet been studied within the framework of Homi K. Bhabha’s postcolonial
theory with a focus on the dimension of history. Employing this approach can
both expand interdisciplinary scholarship in Arabic narrative studies and
demonstrate how history contributes to the redefinition of Palestinian
national identity. On this basis, the principal aim of the study is to explain
how literary narrative participates in redefining Palestinian national identity
through the lens of Homi K. Bhabha’s postcolonial theory.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in
qualitative content analysis. In this regard, postcolonial criticism, as an
interdisciplinary approach linking literary studies and cultural studies,
provides the basis for analyzing “A Mask, the Colour of the Sky” by Basim
Khandagji. Homi K. Bhabha’s postcolonial theory, together with concepts
related to national identity and the historical dimension, is used to analyze the
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novel. The study brings narratology into dialogue with postcolonial cultural
studies by examining narrative elements and interpreting their functions
through Bhabha’s theoretical framework. Data were collected through library
research and documentary sources. To this end, theoretical sources
concerning Bhabha’s postcolonial studies, national identity, and history were
carefully reviewed, and the relevant material was extracted and organized.
Subsequently, through an analytical reading of the text and in light of the
study’s theoretical foundations, the historical dimension was identified and
analyzed through the novel’s narrative elements, including plot,
characterization, theme, and narrative time.

Results and Discussion

The findings Indicate that the historical dimension in the narrative
structure of “A Mask, the Colour of the Sky” - including its plot,
characterization, themes, and narrative time - serves a function that extends
beyond the mere representation of the past. In the novel’s plot, the
representation of historical figures and events turns history into an essential
element in shaping the narrative and advancing its events, while also creating
the conditions for the indigenous subject’s resistance to structures of
domination. In characterization, the protagonists’ encounter with the
dominant system’s official history places them in a Third Space between
colonizer and colonized, resulting in the formation of hybrid identities.
Moreover, by mimicking elements of domination and deploying them against
the dominant system itself, the characters create possibilities for resistance.
The novel’s thematic dimension, by foregrounding the distortion of history
by the dominant power, prepares the ground for the rearticulation of
suppressed and distorted narratives as well as for resistance to structures of
domination. Finally, at the level of narrative time, the connection between
past and present demonstrates the dynamism of national identity and the
possibility of its redefinition. Within the framework of Homi K. Bhabha’s
theory, this reflection of history in the novel makes it possible to challenge
the official history of domination and resist it, thereby contributing to the
redefinition of Palestinian national identity. In this process, mimicry of
elements of dominant discourse, without their full acceptance, becomes an
instrument of resistance. Hybridity, resulting from the interaction between
the cultural positions of colonizer and colonized, reveals the dynamic nature
of identity; and the Third Space, by creating an in-between arena in which
narratives encounter one another and new meanings emerge, enables the
redefinition of Palestinian national identity.

Conclusion
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The results show that, in the plot, history becomes a central axis in the
formation of the narrative and a foundation for the indigenous subject’s
resistance. In characterization, the characters’ location within the Third Space
leads to hybrid identity formation and to the mimicking of elements of
domination as a means of resistance. The thematic dimension, by
highlighting the distortion of history, fosters resistance to dominant
narratives; and narrative time, through its connection between past and
present, signals the dynamic character of national identity. This
representation also results in resistance and the redefinition of Palestinian
identity by challenging the official history of domination. Overall, linking
narratology with postcolonial cultural studies in the analysis of “A Mask, the
Colour of the Sky" demonstrates that examining history through the novel’s
narrative elements enables a more precise explanation of its role in shaping
resistance to structures of domination and redefining Palestinian national
identity.  Accordingly, while demonstrating the capacity of an
interdisciplinary approach to analyze the cultural and identity-related
dimensions of literary works, this study may contribute to the expansion of
interdisciplinary research in Arabic narratology and to a clearer
understanding of the cultural dimensions of the novel in question.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

Personality typology, particularly the ninefold Enneagram model, provides
researchers with a psychological framework for analyzing human behavior and
Research Article  temperament. However, the analysis of fictional characters based solely on
narrative evidence or solely on psychological concepts remains inadequate for
explaining the hidden layers of personality, and this issue still requires an
integrative framework. The novel Al-Shawk wa al-Qarnafal by Yahya Sinwar, a
— Palestinian writer, presents a multilayered character through the narration of
Received: Ahmad's life in the context of resistance and captivity, whose analysis requires
03/03/2026 the simultaneous use of narrative evidence and Enneagram concepts. This study
aims to explain how Ahmad's personality traits correspond to the nine Enneagram
types and to identify his dominant type, employing an integrative approach. The

Avrticle type:

Accepted: Enneagram theory from the field of personality psychology serves as the
theoretical framework of the secondary discipline, integrated with narrative
25/07/2026 analysis methods in Arabic literature, and the level of interdisciplinary interaction

is interdisciplinary. The findings indicate that Type 2 has the greatest
correspondence with Ahmad's character; his attachment to Ibrahim reflects this
tendency, and his intervention in the conversation between his mother and
Ibrahim about finding a spouse exemplifies it. Alongside this trait, traces of
Types 1, 6, 8, and 9 are also evident in his character, while Type 5 is limited to
stressful situations. Accordingly, the integrative analysis demonstrates that the
Enneagram, in conjunction with narrative evidence, can contribute to a more
precise explanation of Ahmad's characterization and provide a model for
analyzing other Arabic fictional characters.
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Introduction

Yahya al-Sanwar’s novel Al-Shawk wa al-Qarnful stands as a
significant work within Palestinian resistance literature, offering a
multilayered portrayal of personal and collective experience under
occupation. At the center of the narrative is Ahmed, a character whose
behavioral complexity and shifting motivations render the text unsuitable for
analysis through single-disciplinary literary approaches. While previous
studies have largely focused on the social and political dimensions of the
novel, its psychological layers—particularly the internal mechanisms shaping
Ahmed’s actions—have received limited scholarly attention. This gap
underscores the need for an interdisciplinary perspective capable of
addressing both the narrative structure and the psychological foundations of
character formation. Positioned at the intersection of resistance literature and
personality psychology, the novel provides fertile ground for examining how
emotional dynamics and contextual pressures shape Ahmed’s responses.
Accordingly, this study employs the Enneagram typology to identify
Ahmed’s dominant and secondary personality types, explain the contextual
factors influencing his behavioral shifts, and demonstrate how an
interdisciplinary approach can yield a deeper and more nuanced reading of Al
-Shawk wa al-Qarnful. Through this lens, the research aims to illuminate
interpretive layers that remain inaccessible through purely literary analysis.

Methodology

The findings of this study demonstrate that applying an interdisciplinary
analysis to Al-Shawk wa al-Qarnful through the Enneagram framework
reveals concealed dimensions of Ahmed’s character and enables a more
refined understanding of his motivational and behavioral mechanisms.
Alongside this dominant type, indicators of Types One, Three, Six, Eight,
and Nine also emerge, reflecting the fluidity of his personality and his
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responsiveness to situational pressures and interpersonal interactions. The
psychological analysis further indicates that Ibrahim’s presence plays a
decisive role in redirecting Ahmed’s motivations, shifting him from
individual reactions toward collective-oriented actions—an axis that shapes
one of the central dynamics of the narrative. Viewing the text through the
lens of personality psychology uncovers narrative layers that remain
inaccessible through purely literary readings, including Ahmed’s defensive
mechanisms, emotional cycles, and his movement among interconnected
types through the Enneagram’s directional arrows. Ultimately, addressing the
research questions through concrete textual evidence confirms that Ahmed is
not a fixed personality type but rather a dynamic, multilayered character
whose structure becomes fully intelligible only at the intersection of
resistance literature and personality psychology.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this study show that applying an interdisciplinary
analysis based on the Enneagram theory to Al-Shawk wa al-Qarnful reveals
hidden layers of Ahmed’s personality and provides a deeper understanding of
his behavioral dynamics. The Enneagram, one of the most modern
approaches to personality typology, identifies nine core types and emphasizes
that no individual embodies a single pure type; rather, each personality is
shaped by a primary type and one of its adjacent types, known as “wings.”
Mapping Ahmed’s behavioral traits onto this model demonstrates that his
personality displays a combination of multiple types, shifting across several
patterns throughout the narrative. The strongest alignment appears with Type
Two, the Helper, as his actions consistently reflect care, empathy, and a
willingness to sacrifice for others. Alongside this dominant tendency,
evidence also points to traits associated with Type One (the Reformer), Type
Six (the Questioner), Type Eight (the Challenger), and Type Nine (the
Peacemaker). This diversity of responses indicates that Ahmed reacts
differently—and sometimes contradictorily—depending on the situation, a
pattern that corresponds to the circular and dynamic structure of the
Enneagram. The psychological reading further shows that Ibrahim’s
influence plays a significant role in reshaping Ahmed’s motivations and
emotional orientation, marking one of the central axes of the narrative.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that employing an interdisciplinary
approach to Al-Shawk wa al-Qarnful provides a deeper understanding of
both the narrative and psychological mechanisms shaping Ahmed’s
character, revealing layers of meaning that remain inaccessible through single
-disciplinary analysis. Integrating resistance literature with personality
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psychology demonstrates that Ahmed embodies a dynamic and multilayered
structure, with his actions emerging from the interaction between internal
motivations, situational pressures, and interpersonal influences. This
approach further clarifies that Ahmed’s movement among different
Enneagram types is not a sign of inconsistency but rather an expression of
psychological adaptability and his gradual orientation toward collective-
driven action. The interdisciplinary contribution of this research lies in
showing how psychological models can enrich the study of characterization
in Arabic narrative writing and open new pathways for advanced narrative
analysis. In this sense, the study contributes to the development of
interdisciplinary scholarship and offers a model for analyzing Arabic fiction
through the integration of literary theory and personality psychology.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

The concepts of the Third Space, hybridity, and ambivalence in Homi
Bhabha’s postcolonial theory enable the analysis of meaning-making and the
Research Article  redefinition of identity and discourse in liminal contexts. Adopting an
interdisciplinary approach bridging Arabic literature and postcolonial theory,
the present study examines the formation of a crisis of meaning and the
instability of discourse in Ali Hussein al-Khabaz’s short story “The Sixth
. . Sense.” Within the Bhabhian approach, these theoretical concepts are
Received: employed to interpret literary evidence at the levels of narrative elements,
02/04/2026 characters’ identity positions, and the process of signification; accordingly,
the interdisciplinary interaction in this study takes the form of “applied-
explanatory integration,” as the aforementioned theoretical concepts are

Article type:

Accepted: directly designed to explain the mechanisms of meaning production and the
displacement of identity significations in the text. The findings indicate that
31/07/2026 the narrator’s position between being a “physician” and possessing the ability

to perceive future events destabilizes the boundary between scientific
knowledge and intuitive perception. Furthermore, the semantic shift of
certain words from labels of othering and exclusion to alternative meanings
in the characterization of figures points to identity instability. In some
instances, the conventional meanings of binary oppositions are also disrupted
to reproduce violence. Accordingly, the third space in this short story
constitutes a site of interaction between semantic systems and the
redefinition of identities.
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The Third Space and the Representation of Meaning and Discourse
Crisis in the Short Story "The Sixth Sense "An Interdisciplinary
Reading Based on Homi Bhabha’s Postcolonial Theory

Zeinab Ghasemiasl, (corresponding author): Assistant Professor, Department of
Arabic Language and Literature, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: z.ghasemiasl@cfu.ac.ir

Introduction

The short story “al-Hassa al-Sadisah” (The Sixth Sense) by Iraqi writer
Ali Husayn al-Khabbaz is situated within the post-2003 Iraqi socio-political
context marked by cycles of violence, shifting power structures, and the
emergence and collapse of armed groups. The present study examines how
such a turbulent context produces instability in meaning and discourse
formation within the narrative. Rather than treating violence merely as a
thematic backdrop, the research approaches it as a generative force that
disrupts semiotic systems and destabilizes fixed structures of signification.
The study is framed within postcolonial discourse, particularly Homi K.
Bhabha’s concept of the “Third Space,” which theorizes cultural meaning as
emerging from in-between, hybrid, and liminal zones of interaction. The
research problem lies in the breakdown of stable meaning systems and the
proliferation of contradictory interpretations in war-related narratives.
Accordingly, the study aims to analyze how discursive instability, crisis of
naming, and the collapse of binary oppositions are represented in the selected
text. It further seeks to demonstrate that “al-Hassa al-Sadisah” does not
merely reflect socio-political violence but actively constructs a narrative
space where meaning is continuously negotiated, deferred, and reconfigured.

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative interdisciplinary approach combining
narrative analysis and postcolonial discourse theory. The theoretical
framework is primarily based on Homi K. Bhabha’s concepts of hybridity,
liminality, and Third Space (Bhabha, 1994), supplemented by Michel
Foucault’s theory of discourse and power (Foucault, 1990). Additional
theoretical contributions are drawn from hybridity studies in postcolonial
criticism (Ashcroft et al., 2010; Huddart, 2006) and cultural identity
scholarship. The analysis focuses on textual excerpts from “al-Hassa al-
Sadisah” by Ali Husayn al-Khabbaz (2023), examining how meaning is
constructed, destabilized, and reconfigured through narrative structures,
naming practices, and ideological binaries. The methodological procedure
involves close reading of selected passages and their interpretation through a
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discourse-analytical lens, emphasizing three analytical levels: semantic
instability, crisis of naming, and deconstruction of binary oppositions. The
study treats the text as a discursive field in which meaning is not fixed but
produced through interaction between conflicting discourses.

Results and Discussion

Findings indicate that violence in “al-Hassa al-Sadisah” functions as a
discursive force that destabilizes meaning at multiple levels. First, semantic
structures in the narrative are shown to be inherently unstable; concepts such
as freedom, security, fear, and reality are constantly redefined depending on
shifting socio-political conditions. The protagonist Ahmed occupies a liminal
position between rational medical identity and intuitive “sixth sense”
perception, which prevents the formation of a unified subject position. This
liminality reflects Bhabha’s Third Space, where meaning emerges through
negotiation rather than fixation. Second, naming practices in the text reveal a
crisis of signification. Terms such as “sixth sense,” “doctor,” “Sayyid,” and
“medical practitioner” fail to stabilize identity; instead, they generate
ambiguity and multiple interpretations. Naming becomes a site of discursive
struggle rather than a tool for clarification, illustrating the breakdown of
linguistic authority. Third, political violence leads to the collapse of binary
oppositions such as self/other, colonizer/colonized, and safe/unsafe. The
narrative demonstrates that ideological categories are not stable but subject to
inversion and rearticulation. The protagonist’s position neither fully aligns
with resistance discourse nor with opposing ideological frameworks,
reinforcing the in-betweenness of identity formation.

Conclusion

The study concludes that “al-Hassa al-Sadisah” constructs a narrative
space in which political violence directly contributes to the destabilization of
meaning systems. Through the lens of Homi K. Bhabha’s Third Space theory,
the analysis demonstrates that meaning is neither fixed nor singular but
continuously produced through discursive interaction and cultural
negotiation. The narrative reveals that naming practices lose their stabilizing
function, semantic categories become fluid, and binary oppositions collapse
under the pressure of socio-political conflict. Consequently, the protagonist’s
liminal position reflects a broader epistemological condition in which identity
and discourse are perpetually under construction. The study contributes to
postcolonial narrative theory by shifting attention from identity hybridity to
the discursive mechanisms of meaning production itself. It also expands the
analytical potential of Third Space theory in reading Arabic war narratives,
showing how literary texts from conflict zones actively generate epistemic
instability rather than merely representing it.
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Article Info ABSTRACT

Chaos theory was first introduced by Edward Lorenz as a framework for
examining nonlinear, dynamic systems. Literary scholars maintain that
Research Article literary texts are not devoid of chaos; by applying chaos theory to the
analysis of such works, they have concluded that texts exhibiting higher
levels of chaos generate more information a characteristic that facilitates
reading literary works through the lens of chaos theory. Both novels "Wadi
- al-Farashaat" by Azhar Jerjis and "Shazdeh Ehtejab" by Houshang Golshiri
Received: despite apparent differences in genre and theme, utilize the butterfly effect
12/04/2026 the most significant element of chaos theory amidst their inherent disorder.
Given that the events and character actions in these novels cannot be clearly
or precisely discussed without grasping their intricate, cause-and-effect

Avrticle type:

Accepted: relationships, this interdisciplinary study employs an analytical-comparative
(integrative) approach aligned with the American school of comparative
04/08/2026 literature. The protagonists in both works exhibit chaotic behavioral patterns

in which actions and reactions do not conform to predictable, linear cause-
and-effect sequences across time and space. Through negligence, rash
decisions, and impulsive behavior, Aziz Awad through negligence, hasty
decisions, and impulsive behavior and, on the other hand, Shazdeh Ehtejab
with his psychological disorders, the structure of a despotic society, and
violent conduct have paved the way for consequences that, unfolding through
a non-linear process, must be traced back to a butterfly effec.
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Introduction

Chaos theory is a modern scientific theory -a product of the new era- that
examines complex systems. It is directly linked to mathematical studies and
posits the existence of order within disorder. Following the expansion of
research into chaos theory, its scope of application widened, extending into
the realm of the humanities. Literature was one of the fields influenced by
this theory; literary and critical studies inspired by it concluded that literary
works are not devoid of chaos and disorder. Among these forms, the novel -
owing to its dynamic and non-static system- stands out as the prime example
for the application of chaos theory. Postmodern novels distinguished by
narrative structures that are distinct, innovative, and complex compared to
those of classical and modern novels stand out as the most prominent literary
texts that reflect a kind of order within disorder in their internal worlds.

Methodology

The research methodology employed here is an analytical-comparative
approach based on the "butterfly effect” concept within chaos theory. By
drawing upon aspects of Lorenz's theory that necessitate an examination of
the philosophy of mathematics, geometry, and physics, this study views the
novels from a distinct perspective and analyzes and interprets manifestations
of this theory within them. We should not expect a novel to possess a rigidly
structured or engineered design akin to mathematical calculations or physical
phenomena. The interplay between character actions and surrounding events
alongside the work's inherent turbulence and the order found within disorder
has paved the way for this line of inquiry.

Results and Discussion
In "Wadi al-Farashaat", Aziz Awad’s decision to marry Tamara
disregarding the disparity in their social classes can be interpreted as a
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metaphorical manifestation of the "butterfly effect" from chaos theory.
Tamara’s mother’s insistence on the negative consequences of this marriage
fully corroborates the butterfly effect and the domino-like structure of the
situation. In the novel "Shazdeh Ehtejab", the seemingly trivial or fleeting
behaviors of family members and the psychological pressures exerted on the
protagonist during childhood gradually shape his solitary, psychotic
personality in adulthood. The novel does not allow the entire burden of the
incident and the tragic circumstances to rest solely on the shoulders of "Aziz
Awad". These connecting threads reveal a clear pattern of the abuse of social
status and power, illustrating a paradigm of chaos in both narratives. The title
of the novel "Wadi al-Farashaat" serves as a literary representation of
sensitivity to initial conditions and the "butterfly effect". Within the novel’s
narrative structure, each unaccompanied child who dies and is buried secretly
on the city's outskirts acts as a minute, imperceptible shift in the story's
narrative and emotional system a shift symbolically manifested by a butterfly
taking flight from the child's grave. Regarding this characteristic of
postmodern works, it must be said that characters in postmodern stories are
like travelers who, without visas and illegally, cross borders they are not
permitted to traverse. This aspect can be aligned with the surrealist structure
found in the novel "Shazdeh Ehtejab", specifically where characters come to
life within picture frames. These passages from the aforementioned novels
contain themes that operate independently of the logic derived from
observation, analysis, or mundane reality; furthermore, the events unfold as
hallucinations and anxiety-inducing fantasies.

Conclusion

Research findings indicate that in both novels "Wadi al-Farashaat" and
"Shazdeh Ehtejab" the characters' seemingly insignificant actions and minor
behaviors lead to far-reaching, chain-reaction, and uncontrollable
consequences, in line with the "butterfly effect” principle. A shared trait
between the characters Aziz Awad and Tamara and the Shazdeh Ehtejab is
the disregard for the possibility of change. In both stories, there exists a
factor capable of altering the character's life path an opportunity the character
fails to seize manifested as acts of violence that disregard human life,
particularly that of the young, and trigger a chain of tragic events. The
difference, however, is that in "Shazdeh Ehtejab", the protagonist plays the
primary role in inflicting such violence, whereas in "Wadi al-Farashaat", the
beloved deceased children are the victims of such violence. The flight of
butterflies from the graves of deceased children and the coming-to-life of
figures in photographs are the surreal elements in both stories that disrupt
their linear structure and logic a process significantly aided by the stream-of-
consciousness technique.
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